July 24, 2007

“HOLD ON TO YOUR WALLET
CONGRESS” IS AT IT AGAIN

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker,
I know this is beginning to sound like
a broken record, but the ‘“Hold on to
Your Wallet Congress’’ is at it again.

In today’s latest episode, the liberal
leadership has proposed another spend-
ing bill that will most likely be dead
on arrival when it hits the President’s
desk because it shows disrespect for
the taxpayers’ dollar.

The Democrat Transportation-HUD
spending bill provides for a whopping
$104.4 billion in spending for the next
fiscal year, which is more than $4 bil-
lion in new spending and more than
$2.8 billion above what the President
requested.

The legislation increases spending for
earmarks. And it does fail to address
the very real solvency issues of the
highway trust fund, which will face a
$4 billion shortfall in 2009.

The bill is irresponsible, sets the
wrong priorities, and adds to the al-
ready staggering level of additional
new spending in the 110th Congress.

The current Congress pledged to curb
runaway spending, but instead they
have moved it to the fast lane and
they’ve set the pedal to the metal to
see how fast they can spend your dol-
lar.

———

INCREASE IN MINIMUM WAGE

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, as a
senior member of the House Education
and Labor Committee, I am proud that
today many Americans will receive
their first pay raise in a decade because
the Fair Minimum Wage Act passed by
the Democratic Congress goes into ef-
fect.

These hardworking Americans, 40
percent of whom are minorities, will
receive a 70-cents-per-hour raise today,
which will be followed by two more 70-
cent increases in July 2008 and July
2009. This will result in a total of $2.10
increase, or $4,400 a year. This boost in
pay will make a significant difference
in the lives of these American families
who are trying to survive on a min-
imum wage that has reached its lowest
effective level in more than half a cen-
tury. It means more food on their ta-
bles, better health care for their fami-
lies, and a shot at sending their chil-
dren to college.

Everyone who works full time should
have the chance to achieve these pieces
of the American Dream. And with this
increase in minimum wage which be-
gins today, they can.

I am proud to be a part of the Demo-
cratic Congress that passed this long
overdue pay raise for millions of hard-
working Americans. I want to note
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that my home State of New Jersey led
the way in an increase in minimum
wage. Our minimum wage is already
$7.15 an hour, and that rate was effec-
tive since October 2006.

———

AUTHORIZING PRINTING OF
CERTAIN PUBLICATIONS

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I send a concurrent resolution
(H. Con. Res. 190) to the desk and ask
unanimous consent for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?
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Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, re-
serving the right to object, will the
gentleman explain the resolution,
please.

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, this concurrent resolution
provides for printing additional copies
of three congressional publications
that our constituents frequently re-
quest from us and of which supplies are
nearly exhausted. Two of the publica-
tions are about the U.S. Constitution.
With Constitution Day, September 17,
approaching fast, we need to replenish
our supplies so that Members can ful-
fill the requests from schools, civic or-
ganizations and others.

Madam Speaker, I know of no con-
troversy and urge an ‘‘aye’’ vote.

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, under
my reservation, I would simply com-
ment that these are remarkably good
documents. We make great use of them
in the United States. Frankly, I would
like to see the dollar limit removed,
because these are very valuable docu-
ments for students in the schools. I
know we receive many, many requests
for them, frequently more than we can
handle.

Madam Speaker, I strongly support
the resolution with the one reservation
that I wish we could increase the allo-
cation; however, I don’t want to stop
the flow of democracy here.

Madam Speaker, I withdraw my res-
ervation of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the concurrent reso-
lution, as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 190

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. HOW OUR LAWS ARE MADE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—An edition of the bro-
chure entitled ‘“‘How Our Laws Are Made’’, as
revised under the direction of the Parliamen-
tarian of the House of Representatives in
consultation with the Parliamentarian of
the Senate, shall be printed as a House docu-
ment under the direction of the Joint Com-
mittee on Printing.

(b) ADDITIONAL COPIES.—In addition to the
usual number, there shall be printed the less-
er of—
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(1) 550,000 copies of the document, of which
440,000 copies shall be for the use of the
House of Representatives, 100,000 copies shall
be for the use of the Senate, and 10,000 copies
shall be for the use of the Joint Committee
on Printing; or

(2) such number of copies of the document
as does not exceed a total production and
printing cost of $479,247, with distribution to
be allocated in the same proportion as de-
scribed in paragraph (1), except that in no
case shall the number of copies be less than
1 per Member of Congress.

SEC. 2. DOCUMENT-SIZED, ANNOTATED UNITED
STATES CONSTITUTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The 2007 edition of the
document-sized, annotated version of the
United States Constitution shall be printed
as a House document under the direction of
the Joint Committee on Printing.

(b) ADDITIONAL COPIES.—In addition to the
usual number, there shall be printed the less-
er of—

(1) 550,000 copies of the document, of which
440,000 copies shall be for the use of the
House of Representatives, 100,000 copies shall
be for the use of the Senate, and 10,000 copies
shall be for the use of the Joint Committee
on Printing; or

(2) such number of copies of the document
as does not exceed a total production and
printing cost of $5635,853, with distribution to
be allocated in the same proportion as de-
scribed in paragraph (1), except that in no
case shall the number of copies be less than
1 per Member of Congress.

SEC. 3. POCKET VERSION OF THE UNITED
STATES CONSTITUTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The 23rd edition of the
pocket version of the United States Con-
stitution shall be printed as a House docu-
ment under the direction of the Joint Com-
mittee on Printing.

(b) ADDITIONAL COPIES.—In addition to the
usual number, there shall be printed the less-
er of—

(1) 550,000 copies of the document, of which
440,000 copies shall be for the use of the
House of Representatives, 100,000 copies shall
be for the use of the Senate, and 10,000 copies
shall be for the use of the Joint Committee
on Printing; or

(2) such number of copies of the document
as does not exceed a total production and
printing cost of $188,462, with distribution to
be allocated in the same proportion as de-
scribed in paragraph (1), except that in no
case shall the number of copies be less than
1 per Member of Congress.

The current resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on the motion to suspend the
rules on which a recorded vote or the
yeas and nays are ordered, or on which
the vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Any record vote on the postponed
question will be taken later today.

———

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF CON-
GRESS REGARDING THE DUMP-
ING OF INDUSTRIAL WASTE INTO
THE GREAT LAKES

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
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